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Establishment of a Chair in the name of a great personality in the University system
has significance and impact on academia and its progress. In order to have progress in
tield of research and innovative ideas in a specitic area or to have knowledge on a particular
domain and its dissemination, the creation and establishment of Chair has been proved to
be effective and fruitful. Further, it is a tribute and reverence to the great personalities by
establishing of Chairs in the Universities. The basic aim of establishment of Chair in the
name of a personalily is to make progress in academic and research in the particular areas
which are associated with the Person atter whom the Chair is named. The Government of
Assam was desirous of establishing a Chair in the name of Siu-Ka-Pha, the first Ahom
king in medieval Assam and who was the founder of the Ahom kingdom in the 13th

Century and has chosen the Dibrugarh University as a place for establishing the Chair.

. For the purpose, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed on the 2nd day-of January,

2020 between the Government of Assam and the Dibrugarh University, Dibrugarh, Assam.
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for maintaining glorious reign for nearly 600 years. It also
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Mongoloid stock, originally inhabited in South China and
some parts of Upper Burma (Myanmar). From a place
called Maulung in Upper Burma, Siu-Ka-Pha made his
adventurous pursuit, accompanied by a large number of

followers, and entered into the Brahmaputra Valley after
crossing the Patkai hills around 1228 AD. From the | :
records it appears that Siu-Ka-Pha was a prince by birth. (g%

Being a prince, Siu-Ka-Pha had the idea of polity and
statecraft what he tried to implement in the political
vacuum of Brahmaputra Valley created after the decline QAT

of the kingdom of Pragjyotisha-Kamarupa of early Assam. gt

Carrying along with them the technology of plough and
wet rice agriculture from their place of origin, Siu-Ka- §
Pha and his followers started cultivating the fallow lands {
of Upper Assam and planted the seed of 'Mung-Dun-
Shun-Kham' (land full of golden gardens). By then, the

tribes of the region like the Morans and the Borahis were
practitioners of plough-less shifting cultivation, gradually
' brought under the process of Ahom state and social
formation which primarily comprised of adoption of the
wet rice cultivation. It ushered in changes in the economic
structure, especially in surplus generation and
consequently leading to the process of state formation.
Initially, during Siu-Ka-Pha's time the Ahom state was
confined to parts of Upper Assam with its capital at
Charaideo. Thus the advent of Siu-Ka-Pha had a
considerable impact on the politico-economic formation
of medieval Assam.

However, Siu-Ka-Pha's achievement does not end with
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detailed particulars of every region. As Deodhai Asam
Buranji records, Siu-Ka-Pha commanded to his fellowmen
as such: "The pundits should write down all the
particulars, whenever an incident takes place, when a
person dies and when we acquire new followers." Initially
written in Tai language, Assamese succeeded as language
of Buranjis with the conversion of Ahoms to Hinduism
and these vast number of Buranjis provide materials for
reconstructing history of Assam. Thus, the glorious
tradition of history-writing in Assam starts with Siu-Ka-
Pha, a precious contribution to Indian historiography for
which Assam boast of. From an adventurer to political

organizer, a harbinger of wet rice cultivation to social
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mobiliser and integrator of various cultural traits, ST ¥

Chaolung Siu-Ka-Pha was a person of versatile genius 1§ 4

whose impact on Assamese history and society is thriving Ii*“ af

in multi-faceted ways.

VISION AND MISSION:

The Chair is an academic unit established in the
Department of History, Dibrugarh University to strive
for research in the field of History of Medieval and
Modern North East India to unravel the multifaceted
socio-economic, cultural and political processes which

ORI TSt B i e

shaped the history and identity of Assam and North East

India. Due to its geo-strategic location, Assam and North

r East India had from time immemorial been influenced
by Greater Indian as well as South-East Asian cultures
and traditions. The coming of the Tai Ahoms to the
Brahmaputra valley in the 13th century under the
leadership of Siu-Ka-Pha and the establishment of the
Ahom state which ruled continuously for six hundred
years shaped and promoted the cultural, linguistic and
political identities of Assam. The historical understanding
of the making of regional identities in North East India

which developed through active interaction with Indian
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